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Events 
LHS Winter Weekend:  

When: February 15th -17th 
The Living History Society of Minnesota, one 
of our sister organizations in the Twin City 
area, is presenting their annual Winter Weekend 
Festivities, February 15th through the 17th, 
2008. for more information please visit: 
 http://lhsmn.org/events/ww2008.html 
  
Please note: Civil War Era dress is required for 
these events. 
 

 28th Annual Playford Ball:  
When: Sunday March 1st at 6:00 pm 
Where: Olivet Congregational Church 
1850 Iglehart St Paul, MN 
 
The Minnesota Country Dance Co-Op presents 
its annual English Country Playford Ball, a 
"Night at Netherfield". The Ball is Regency 
themed, but period costumes are not required. 
Formal attire is encouraged. An optional light 
dinner starts at 6:00 pm and the dance starts at 
7:00 pm. 
For more information please visit: 
www.geocities.com/mncountrydance/ 

Board Meeting:  
When: Wednesday February 20th 7:30 pm 
Where: Mr. Geraghty’s residence. 
 

 English Country Dance 
Want to learn more about the country dances 
that we do at our balls?  
Come join the fun at Tapestry Folk Dance 
center  
When: Sunday Nights: 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
Where: Tapestry Folk Dance Center  

 3748 Minnehaha Ave.  
 Minneapolis, MN   

Cost: $5.00 per session $6.00 per person on the 
First Sunday of the month.* 
*First Sundays feature live music and start at 
6:00 pm. For information contact Mary Brown 
by e-mail (mebbieb10@cs.com)  
 

Member Meeting:  
When: March 
Where: TBD 
 
VSA Northstar Chapter members will vote for 
the next President, Secretary, and 3 Directors 
positions. 
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Check out our website 
http://www.northstarvsa.com/ 

 
Click on the above link to go  

directly to the website 
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This Month in History 
February 1872 

Yellow Stone National Park 
 

Established in 1872, Yellowstone National Park 
is America's first national park. Located in 
Wyoming, Montana, and Idaho, it is home to a 
large variety of wildlife including grizzly bears, 
wolves, bison, and elk. Preserved within 
Yellowstone National Park are Old Faithful and 
a collection of the world's most extraordinary 
geysers and hot springs, and the Grand Canyon 
of the Yellowstone. 

Among those who played key roles in 
establishing Yellowstone as the Nation's first 
national park was Ferdinand Vandiveer Hayden. 
His accomplishments in 1871-72 were the high 
point of a long and distinguished career in 
public service. 

The Yellowstone area was almost the last 
unexplored region within the coterminous 
United States when Hayden led his expedition 
into the Yellowstone area in 1871. Westward 
migration had passed it by, and even the 
discovery of gold in nearby Montana failed to 
stimulate the exploration of Yellowstone. 

Hayden's historic expedition was preceded by 
two expeditions which fired the imagination in 
that largely unknown region. The Folsom-Cook 
group penetrated the Yellowstone county in 
1869, followed by the Washburn-Langford-
Doane Expedition in 1870. Lieutenant Gustavus 
C. Doane, who served as leader of the military 
escort of the second expedition, filed a detailed 
report that was published as a Congressional 
document and became a landmark of the 
Yellowstone story. 

Hayden organized his Yellowstone expedition 
with the support of a $40,000 appropriation 
from Congress. In early June 1871, a team of 

Thirty-four men and seven wagons set out from 
Ogden, Utah. Among the group were a 
mineralogist, a topographer, two artists, 
including Thomas Moran, and a photographer. 
The artists and photographer proved to be 
invaluable to the expedition for their paintings 
and photographs served as dramatic and 
effective testimonials in favor of establishing 
the park. 

The Yellowstone Basin proved to be an ideal 
open-air laboratory because it is foremost a 
geological area, containing an extraordinary 
variety of natural features including important 
clues to mountain-making and volcanic 
processes. Each of the scientists accompanying 
the expedition found unique opportunities for 
observation and study. 

Hayden and his party examined several geysers 
and "boiling springs" and gave them names such 
as Thud Geyser, Mud Puff, Architectural 
Fountain, Catfish, the Bathtub, Dental Cup, 
Punch Bowl No. 2, and Beehive. Examining the 
mud springs and geysers was hazardous and 
could be a painful experience, as Hayden 
discovered:  

"The entire surface is perfectly bare of 
vegetation and hot, yielding in many 
places to slight pressure. I attempted to 
walk about among these simmering 
vents, and broke through to my knees, 
covering myself with hot mud, to my 
great pain and subsequent 
inconvenience."  

The most important product of the expedition, in 
addition the paintings and photographs, was a 
500-page report by Hayden detailing the 
findings of his party. Hayden presented this 
report, the photos, sketches, and paintings to 
Senators, Congressmen, his superiors in the 
Department of the Interior, and nearly everyone 
else who could possibly influence the founding 
of a park. He also published articles in 
magazines with national circulation and spent 
much personal time and effort trying to 
convince Congress to establish the park. 
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On December 18, 1871, a bill was introduced 
simultaneously in the Senate, by Senator S.C. 
Pomeroy of Kansas, and in the House of 
Representatives, by Congressman W.H. 
Claggett of Montana, for the establishment of a 
park at the headwaters of the Yellowstone 
River. Hayden's influence on Congress is 
readily apparent when examining the detailed 
information contained in the report of the House 
Committee on Public Lands: "The bill now 
before Congress has for its objective the 
withdrawal from settlement, occupancy, or sale, 
under the laws of  the United States a tract of 
land fifty-five by sixty-five miles, about the 
sources of the Yellowstone and Missouri Rivers, 
and dedicates and sets apart as a great national 
park or pleasure-ground for the benefit and 
enjoyment of the people." 

When the bill was presented to Congress, the 
bill's chief supporters convinced their colleagues 
that the region's real value was as a park area, to 
be preserved in its natural state. The bill was 
approved by a comfortable margin in the Senate 
on January 30, 1872, and by the House on 
February 27. 

On March 1, President Grant signed the bill into 
law, establishing the Yellowstone region as a 
public park and setting a major conservation 
precedent. The Nation had its first national park; 
an area of exceptional beauty was set aside for 
the enjoyment of generations to come, and a 
tradition of preserving similar areas was 
established. 

 

Ferinand Vandiveer Hayden and the Founding 
of the Yellowstone National Park: United States 
Geological Survey, 1973. 

Article provided by: 

Elizabeth U. Mangan 
Head, Technical Services Section -  
Geography and Map Division  
Library of Congress  
 
 

 

 

 
Notable Quotes 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 
1803-1882 

 
 

- Society is a masked ball, where 
everyone hides his real character, and 
reveals it by hiding 
 
- To laugh often and much; to win the 
respect of intelligent people and the 
affection of children...to leave the 
world a better place...to know even one 
life has breathed easier because you 
have lived. This is to have succeeded. 
 
- Our chief want is someone who will 
inspire us to be what we know we 
could be. 
 
- Always do what you are afraid to do. 
 
- People do not seem to realize that 
their opinion of the world is also a 
confession of character. 
 
- He who is not everyday conquering 
some fear has not learned the secret of 
life. 
 
- The glory of friendship is not the 
outstretched hand, nor the kindly smile, 
nor the joy of companionship; it's the 
spiritual inspiration that comes to one 
when he discovers that someone else 
believes in him and is willing to trust 
him with his friend. 

 
Quotes from ThinkExist.com 
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Photo Essay: 
Twelfth Night Ball 
January 5th, 2008 

 
Our Annual Twelfth Night Ball was as huge 
success. Although we had fewer attendees than 
usual, fun was had by all.  
 
I’d like to thank all the individuals who helped 
with set up on Friday January 4th from 7-10 pm 
and on Saturday January 5th from noon to 4:00 
pm.   A huge thank you to the LHS members 
and others who helped serve dinner and take 
care of issues during the ball. And of course the 
clean up crew who worked on Sunday January 
6th from Noon to 5:00 pm.   
 
Without all the hard work of these individuals 
who gave up their valuable time to volunteer, 
we would not have had such a wonderful ball.  
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